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NEWSLETTER                               Friday 8th September 2017  

Headteacher’s Update     

Dear Parents/Carers,  

A very warm welcome to Harpur Hill Primary School to our new and existing families.  I hope you 

have had an enjoyable summer holiday.  We have had a super start to the new school year, with 

children coming back eager to learn new things.  The new Nursery, Reception children and other new 

starters have settled well and children in all classes have been working hard.  A great start – well 

done!   

Communication  

We will be sending newsletters out at the start and end of each term.  We will continue to use our text 

messaging service to get short messages out to you as well as our popular Facebook page and 

website to celebrate events and share information. Please let the school office know if you have 

changed your email address or mobile phone number over the summer and we will update our 

records.  Our school website has had a complete redesign; this is now live, we hope you find this 

easier to navigate and very informative.  

  

Meet the Teacher and Learning Journey   

We have reviewed our curriculum: the ‘Learning Journey’ ready for the new school year and you will 

be sent an overview of your child’s learning and topic for the term ahead. In the next few weeks, you 

are invited into school to ‘Meet the Teacher’ and find out more about the Learning Journey. Please 

see dates below. Some classes held meetings with parents in July, so if you have already met your 

child’s teacher, you do not need to attend. Thank you.   

  

Curriculum Events  

Each term, families will be invited into school for a Curriculum event.  This provides parents/carers 

with the opportunity to visit the school and celebrate children’s learning.  Each year group will be 

arranging events linked to their Learning Journey – these may include watching a performance, 

taking part in activities and looking at children’s work.   

Homework  

Last year, following our Parent Survey, we made some changes to our homework and family 

learning.  Dedicating some quality time with your child to read, learn times tables and complete 

homework tasks can have a huge impact on the progress they make in school. Before each holiday, 

we inform parents about topics and books/authors via the newsletter and website. This summer, 

many children have produced some fantastic work as part of their holiday homework projects.  Thank 

you for supporting your child with the projects.   

In the coming week, each year group will share more detailed year group information about 

homework (including reading, spelling and maths) as well as the Learning Journey overview (these 

will also be published on the website).   

We will continue to include a choice of family learning projects for all year groups, and provide a 

range of open-ended activities for families to do together each term.   



          Harpur Hill Primary School                                    
            

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maths  

Your child will be given at least one maths homework activity each week and for children in Year 3 

upwards this will include using ‘MyMaths’ for online maths as well as other activities.  Children from 

Year 2 upwards are expected to learn their times tables, and homework will include activities to help 

children learn these as well as basic number facts.  Junior children will be taking part in Superhero 

Challenges and awarded in assembly as they progress through their times tables.    

We will be providing maths information sessions for parents/carers this term – you will be invited into 

school to find out how your child is being taught maths and how to help them with maths homework.  

Please see dates attached.   

Reading   

Research shows that children who read regularly for pleasure achieve greater success at school and 

beyond. We expect parents/carers to hear their children read regularly at home for approximately ten 

minutes each night for Reception to Year 4 and twenty minutes for Years 5-6.  Children in the infants 

should be heard to read at home daily, and 3-4 times per week in the juniors.    

  

Summer Reading Challenge   

I know some children have enjoyed taking part in the ‘Animal Agents’ Summer Reading Challenge 

through the Derbyshire library service. If your child has received an award for taking part, please 

send it in to school and we can celebrate in a Friday assembly.  

  

Buxton Community School Information - Year 6   

Staff from Buxton Community School are coming to school on Monday 18th September at 6pm to 

share information about secondary school. This is a good opportunity to meet some of the staff and 

ask any questions you may have in advance of their Open Evening at BCS on                        

Thursday 21st September 2017.   

  

New Staff  
We welcome two new teachers to our staff team: Miss Wetton in Year 3, and Miss Murray in Reception.   

    

Nursery  

Thank you to those who attended the Open Day for our new school Nursery last Friday.  Following 

the closure of Surestart, the school has now taken over the former Children’s Centre.   

Refurbishments have taken place over the summer and staff have worked hard to get the nursery up 

and running for September.  It looks wonderful!  The school nursery caters for children aged 3-4 and 

rising threes (children can start during the term in which they have their third birthday, please contact 

us about fees.  Funding starts in the term after the child’s 3rd birthday).  Sessions are from 9am until 

12 noon, and 12.30pm until 3.30pm.  Children can use their 15 hours ‘universal’ with us, as well as 

the full 30 hours for those eligible.  Playdays are able to provide Breakfast and After School provision 

for nursery children.  If you would like to know more about our nursery or book a place later in the 

year, please get in touch with the school office or email earlyyears@harpurhill.derbyshire.sch.uk.   

  

A big thank you to everyone who kindly gave up their time and put in loads of hard work during the 

holidays to transform our Infant playground.  

 

Finally     

The school’s total attendance for Sept 2016/July 2017 was 96.29% this is very pleasing; our staff are 

ready to do their very best for your children and we look forward to working in partnership with you 

over the coming year.                                                        Yours sincerely, V Giliker – Headteacher  

http://harpurhill.sites.schooljotter2.com/home
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 Diary Dates   Please note sometime we have to change the dates                              

  Meet the Teacher  

Monday 11th September  Year 2 @ 3:00pm  

Tuesday 12th September  Year 5/6 @ 3:00pm  

Wednesday 13th September  Year 4 @ 3:00pm  

Thursday 14th September  Year 3 @ 3:00pm  

Monday 18th September  Year 6 parents meeting from BCS @ 6:00pm in our school hall  

Thursday 21st September   Year 6 parents meeting @ BCS   

25th & 26th September  Year 6 visit White Hall  

Sunday 1st October   Team Harpur Fun Run - Pavilion Gardens @ 10:00am (entry £2.50)    

 Friday 13th October Harvest Festival-details to follow  

CAR PARKING – SAFETY -   

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE  VOLUNTARY ONE-WAY SYSTEM 

DERBYSHIRE POLICE SUPPORT THIS SCHEME - We kindly ask you to follow our voluntary      
one-way system during school dropping off and collection times!                             

ENTER TRENT AVENUE---->  ALONG FERNEYDALE --->   OUT AT FERNEYWAY  

Please do not park your car, in the concrete area on Trent 
Avenue, the NO PARKING SIGN is there for a reason. This area 
is for vehicle access to the properties on Trent Avenue.  

The children regard this area as a safe zone and do not 
necessarily look for cars while running to meet their parents.  

We kindly ask that you do not drive your car to the main 
entrance.  Please park in the car park or permitted places outside the school grounds.  

Please do not park in front of any of our neighbours’ driveways.    Thank you  

ADMINISTRATION       

Dear Parents/Carers,  

On line dinner money, if you wish to pay for the whole term September 5th – 19th October 2017 it will 

be £66.00.  

If your child needs to bring money into school please make sure that is it is an envelope with your 

child’s name, class, reason for payment and amount clearly written upon it.   

Thank you.  

http://harpurhill.sites.schooljotter2.com/home

