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NEWSLETTER      ________        _____Friday 15th December  2017                                                                                                     
Headteacher’s Update   

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Well done! 

What a busy and exciting time we have had in school this term!  A huge well done to all the 

Reception, Year 1 and 2 children for putting on a fantastic performance of ‘A King is Born’.  What a 

professional show!  It was the first time we have had a Nursery Nativity – well done, the children 

were fantastic.  Thank you for coming to support the events and for helping with costumes etc.  

 

Visits and Curriculum 

We continue to bring learning to life through many curriculum enrichment activities.  Several 

classes have been out on visits this term: Year 5/6 to Jodrell Bank as part of their Space topic, 

Year 4 to the Museum of Science and Industry as part of their Manchester topic, and Year 3 to 

Tunstead Quarry as part of their Peak District topic.  Several year groups have invited 

parents/families into school this term: Year 1 Christmas Crafts, Year 5/6 to see Macbeth and work 

on the Gunpowder Plot.  Thank you for coming in to school to support these events.   

 

Team Harpur 

Thank you to Team Harpur and helpers for the Christmas Fair and other festive activities.  The 

Christmas Fair raised over £1,200.  The valuable funds go towards curriculum enrichment such as 

subsidising educational visits out of school, visitors into school such the Roman soldier and 

Victorians workshop and the text messaging service.  There are also plans to buy new playground 

equipment and laptops.   

 

New Starters - Reception 

If you, or someone you know, has a child due to start Reception in September 2018, the 

admissions application needs to be completed online before 15th January 2018:   

   https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/dotnet-applications/admissions/default.aspx?admissiontype=Primary 
 

Nursery  

The school nursery caters for children aged 3-4 and rising threes (children can start during the 

term in which they will have their third birthday).  Sessions are from 9am until 12 noon, and 

12.30pm until 3.30pm.  Children can use their 15 hours ‘universal’ with us, as well as the full 30 

hours for those eligible.  ‘Playdays’ are able to provide Breakfast and After School provision for 

nursery children.  If you would like to know more about our nursery or book a place for later in the 

year, please get in touch with the school office or email earlyyears@harpurhill.derbyshire.sch.uk.     

We are now taking names for after Easter and September 2018 starters.  We welcome visits from 

prospective parents/carers.  Please feel free to tell others about our nursery.   

 

Finally… 

On behalf of everyone at Harpur Hill Primary School, I would like to wish all our families a very 

happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year.  

 

Best wishes        

 

V Giliker – Headteacher 

 

 

https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/dotnet-applications/admissions/default.aspx?admissiontype=Primary
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Diary Dates  

  Monday 18th December  The whole school will be having their Christmas parties 
 during the day.  Children to come to school in their party   
 clothes (optional). 

 

  Tuesday 19th December  School closes at 3:30pm  

  Tuesday 2nd January          2018         Staff INSET day    

  Wednesday 3rd January          School opens at 9:00am 

  Thursday 25th January    Year 5/6 Graffiti art workshop, details to follow 

 

 

LEARNING JOURNEYS 

  

TOPIC 

Nursery  Weather and the Seasons 

 

Reception 

Space 
Aliens Love Underpants 
Whatever Next! 
Q Pootle 5 

 

Year 1 

The Great Fire of London  
The topic question is 'How Did the Great Fire Start?'.  Children will 
read and learn lots of new facts about this exciting topic, they will 
learn about Samuel Pepys and make resources for their role-play 
bakery just like the one in Pudding Lane. We look forward to having 
lots of fun!  

Year 2 What is it like to live on a small island? 
Katie Morag stories by Mairi Hedderwick 

 

Year 3 

Has Greece always been in the news?  
The Orchard Book of Greek Myths by McCaughrean and Clark 
Tiger Child by Joanna Troughton 
Under the moon and over the sea edited by John Agard                     
and Grace Nichols 
We will be covering myths, stories and poems from around the 
world. 

 

Year 4 

Who were the early lawmakers? 
Books we will be reading are: 
Henry's Freedom Box by E.Levine 
Who was Rosa Parks? by Z. McDonough 
Can you Catch a Mermaid? by J. Ray 
The Seal Children by J.Morris 

 

Years 5/6 

Why is the Earth so Extreme? 
Books – Tuesday by David Weisner 
The Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Alsberg 
FArTHER Grahame Baker-Smith 
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SPORT - - Cross Country 
 
We took a team of over 30 students from years 3-6 to represent the school at the High Peak 
School and Sports Partnership Finals. Overall the team finished 3rd and returned to school with 
bronze medals, only narrowly missing second place and the chance to qualify for the County 
Finals. A special mention for Courtney Limer who came third in her age group after running a 
brilliant race against top opposition. 
 
ADMINISTRATION   O 

If you wish to pay online for the whole term it will be £68.00 (2.1.2018 – 16.02.2018). 

If your child needs to bring money into school please make sure that it is in an envelope/plastic 

bag with your child’s name, class, reason for payment and amount clearly written upon it.     

Kindly write your child’s name on their uniform.  Thank you. 

Jodrell Bank          

On Wednesday 15th November, the Year 5 

and 6 classes visited Jodrell Bank, as part of 

our Science topic on Earth in Space. 

 

The day was amazing! We took part in two 

workshops during the day. The first was to 

conduct experiments in groups, which 

included measuring force, amount of light 

and measuring the canyons caused by 

dropping balls into sand. 

 

                                                         

 

 

The second workshop was on the theme of Tim Peake’s time 

on the International Space Station. We had to conduct tests 

that astronauts would do whilst on the International Space 

Station, such as testing strength, our heartbeats and making 

circuits with gloves on.  

 

We also had a chance to visit the exhibitions on the site, they 

were all exciting, as they were all interactive and we learned a 

lot during the day.  It was a great day and we would love to visit 

again.  
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Year 3 Quarry Visit 
On Tuesday 5th December, Year 3 enjoyed a trip to Tunstead Quarry. 
When they arrived back at school, they wrote letters to say thank you. The 
children really enjoyed the trip, Tilly wrote: 
 
“Thank you very much for allowing our two year three classes to visit your 
quarry.  I really liked the blast. It was the most extraordinary thing I've 
ever experienced in my life! I also loved the rotating kiln. It was noisy and 
warm. I liked the vehicles and I loved their gigantic wheels! We had a 
great morning and learned a lot. Thank you again.” 
 

 

 

 

 
Year 4 Manchester 
On Thursday 7th December, Year 4 visited the     
Museum of Science and Industry in Manchester. All 
the children coped admirably with the slightly long 
coach journey and were raring to go when we arrived. 
 
Our first stop was The Interactive Gallery where the 

children excitedly experimented with one ‘station’ after another. Along the way, they 

discovered and explained how a variety of cogs could allow them to manoeuvre a mini up and 

down; how a tornado forms; how mirrors and lights can create the optical illusion of a never-

ending tunnel and how bubbles travel through liquids at different speeds according to the 

viscosity of the liquid! 

           

Our next stop was the Cotton Mill. The children discovered where cotton comes from (not from 

a sheep!) and spun it in their hands to feel how this could be turned into cotton thread. They 

watched with amazement (and some covered their ears against the noise!) as the machines 

spun the thread and wove it into fabric.  They listened with horror to how young orphans of 5 

years old would do the most dangerous jobs in the mill. We all thought the boss was a very 

cruel person! 

 

After lunch, the children went to the Power Hall where a 

member of the MOSI team explained to them how a steam 

train works. We met Thomas the Tank Engine’s brother, 

Pender, and found out how the driver used coal to power 

the engine and move the train forward. We learned about 

pressure and steam, learning how important this was for 

making the train move. 
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Community Visitors 
On Thursday 7th December we hosted visitors from 
Harpur Hill Residents Association and the Thursday 
Club.  They were entertained by our Infants who 
performed their production of ‘A King is Born’ and the 
choir sang lovely Christmas Carols.  The residents 
were served coffee and mince pies by our Year 6 
pupils. 
 
 
 

 
    
Year 1 Christmas Crafts                                                                                                                                                     
On Friday 8th December  
parents helped our Year 1  
children with their Christmas crafts.  
  
 

To find please Manager 

O     M   0  9 7O  
       RDA   Through Riding for the Disabled Association, some of our children go   

        horse riding once a week.  On Tuesday 12th December the children had a special  

        treat, when a surprise visitor came to see them.  Thank you to Mrs Louise Thompson,  

        RDA volunteers and all at Buxton Riding School.  
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Nativity  
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 took part in a production of 'A King is Born'. They 
performed seven songs, dances and narrations to tell the story of the Nativity, to Key Stage 2, 
and three performances to parents/relations. The children have worked very hard, learning song 
words and narrator parts from memory. We are so very proud of them all. 
 

St. John’s Church Concert 
On Thursday 14th December, Harpur Hill’s 
music lovers (and lovers of the festive season) 
got together to celebrate Christmas at St. 
John’s Church. The audience were treated to 
solo and ensemble pieces from a variety of 
instrumentalists from Years 4, 5 and 6. The 
choir sang a few old favourites and a beautiful 
new song ‘Somewhere Only We Know’ by Lilly 
Allen. Finally, the audience joined in singing 
‘The First Noel’. Mince pies and coffee were 
enjoyed by all and everyone left feeling ready 

to enjoy Christmas together with family and friends. 
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Year 5/6 Curriculum Afternoon         On Thursday 14th December the Y5/6 classes invited their 
parents/relatives to a presentation of this terms work.   There was a short performance by some of 
our Y6 drama group, they acted a scene from Macbeth, which was part of their Literacy work this 
term.  Powerpoints of the work they have enjoyed this term, were presented.  Parents/relatives had 
a look at the children’s books and displays of work. 
 

 
Nursery Nativity 
On Thursday 14th December, the 
Nursery children took part in a 
Christmas Nativity play. They sang 
lots of songs to tell the story of when 
Jesus was born and some even had a 
few lines to say. The parents were 
very impressed and said the children 
had done an excellent performance 
with lots of laughs along the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Jumper Day         
On Friday 15th December 2017, children were 
allowed to wear their Christmas jumpers for the 
day to raise money for ‘Save the Children’.  
 
The Save the Children charity helps bring 
essentials like health care, education, protection 
and food to the millions of children around the 
world who are missing out on the most basic 
support.   Thank you for everyone’s donations, 
we raised £213.40. 


